getting bogged down in his many daily complex problems. This is certainly a useful and interesting introduction to the subject both for the clinician, the radiological trainee and, indeed, for the medical student. It is not a reference book and does not offer a comprehensive description of any of its subject matter. And yet it is crowded with basic facts and practical information, a simply excellent collection of illustrative radiographs and a useful list of references to individual diseases at the chapter ends. The subject matter ranges from salivary glands to the colon, as might be expected, but also includes diagnostic problems connected with the peritoneum, the liver, pancreas and biliary tract, with separate chapters on 'The new born child' and 'The acute abdomen'.
It is introduced as a sister volume to Truelove and Reynell's 'Diseases of the Digestive System' and in these days of crowded syllabuses and overworked specialists there is a very definite place for the general introductory review of this sort, providing it does not convey the impression that the subject is as simple as it sounds. And in this respect the authors perhaps err on the side of dogmatizing with regard to technical procedures which are in common use, and the variety of ways in which they are used. Indeed one of the remarkable features of diagnostic radiology is this very great individual variation in technical procedure among radiologists, and clinicians should not be encouraged to think there is one best way of tackling any given problem. This book is a report of papers and discussions of the NATO Advanced Study Institute, arranged and directed by Dr W Taylor. Current ideas from this country, America and Europe on many aspects of the structure and function of the liver and biliary apparatus are discussed at length by the experts in the various fields, in all types of animal from the sea cucumber to man. Ideas are thrown up in profusion. It is, therefore, in no way a reference book, but rather a progress report of great value to the worker who wishes to examine the more esoteric aspects of bile excretion and who does not know which aspect of bile metabolism will next be attracting his attention. In this volume scientific Western medicine as practised in most civilized countries is contrasted with the traditional or Eastern medicine that dates back several centuries or millennia. The author of the book is a strong supporter of the Society for the Promotion of Eastern Medicine and headed a deputation that went from Pakistan to visit China and 'toured the whole country' in the brief space of one month. They were well received by the Chinese authorities and this volume contains the very laudatory report of their visit, together with a history of Chinese medicine, surgery and materia medica, and a very sketchy account of present-day Chinese medicine. Western scientific medicine is admitted to be of some value but more emphasis is laid on traditional or Eastern methods such as acupuncture, moxibustion, and the multitude of drugs that constitute the older materia medica.
The pioneer work of the medical missionaries in the nineteenth century is rather minimized and great prominence given to the recent formationl of medical schools of both traditional and Western medicine. Politics is one of the subjects taught in the traditional medical schools, and it is stated that 'the correct leadership of the Party and Government is essential to guarantee the victory of the traditional medicine'. Nevertheless one of their aims is 'to strengthen the unity between the doctors of the Western training and those of the traditional medicine'.
Medicine is obviously in a very confused state in China at the present time, and it is difficult to forecast the ultimate result while politics continue to have such a controlling influence.
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